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vacant downtown land, buildings

. i The HeraldSun | Bemard Thormas
'he downtown Durham area between Parrish Street, left, and West Main Street is seen Wednesday. Four buildings and one vacant
yroperty were sold to a Colorado-based developer that wants to build a 26-story building.

Company envisions possible 26-story development

BY LAURA OLENIACZ B Y S BN
LOLENIACZ@HERALDSUN.COM; 919-419-6636 : Stad

DURHAM — A Colorado-based developer
vith Duke University ties has bought vacant
and and several vacant buildings downtown,
ind is planning a development that could trans-
orm the city’s skyline,

The properties sold for $3 million Thursday
o a limited liability company connected to
Aspen, Colo.,-based Austin Lawrence Partners.
sreg Hills, the real estate firm’s managing
artner, said the plans are not final, but they
nvision a development with up to 26 stories
ncluding ground-floor shops and restaurants
vith office space and apartments above.

The project would also incorporate the reno-
ated facades of several existing buildings on
Vest Main and West Parrish streets, Hills said.

Hills is a Duke University alumnus and
| father of Duke graduate and a university

The Herald-Sun | Bernard Thomas
The downtown Durham area of West Main Street near Parrish Street is seen
Wednesday.
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uie Colapse Of part o1
the roof at one of Green-
fire’s properties, the his-
toric Liberty Warehouse,
following heavy rains. -

The property at 117 W.
Parrish St. came under
scrutiny by city officials
for its condition.

In addition, city offi-
cials urged forward
momentum on a Green-
another downtown build-
ing the firm owned, the
SunTrust tower at 111 N.
Corcoran St., into a bou-
tique hotel.

Greenfire is planning
to transfer ownership of
the SunTrust building to
a Kentucky-based hotel
developer.

Paul Smith, manag-
ing partner of Greenfire
Development, said in an
emailed statement that
Greenfire will continue as
an investor in the Wool-
worth site project, and
looks “forward to seeing
the plans come to frui-
tion.”

Hills said he believes
that Greenfire was a vic-
tim of circumstance.

“I do believe they had
a great vision for down-
town, but I believe the
world changed in 2008
before they could exe-
cute on that vision,” he
said. “So I think, quite
honestly, to their credit,
they've been able to hold
on to their properties and
put them in the hands of
people (that) can execute
their plans,” he added.

Austin Lawrence Part-
ners has done real estate
development projects
around the country, Hills
said. '

“We've done it, we've
always been able to do it,
we're confident that we
can do it here, but it's not
always an easy thing to

CCill d00UL 11/ W, rarrsn
St., damaged by the 2001
fire, Hills said they have a
contractor looking at the
building to see what can
be done to it safe,

City officials had the
building inspected and an
engineer’s report deemed
it “unsafe for use of any
kind.” Hills said the firm
plans to present a plan
to the city for what to'do
;vith the building on Dec.

“What we want to do is
show a goed faith that a
new owner's taken over
the property, and we will
be dealing with that build-
ing sooner, but we also
don’t want to demolish
the building and create
additional expenses for
the project by something
we might do,” Hills said.

Bonfield said there
haven’t been any discus-
sions about city incentives
to help pay for the project.
He said city officials also
plan to discuss parking
with the developer.

The city has a down-
town parking study under
way. Bonfield said prelimi-
nary work for that study is
due to him by the end of
November. In some con-
ceptual plans for the new
development, on-site park-
ing is included, he said.

Bonfield said he has
confidence in the new
developer.

Bill Kalkhof, president
of Downtown Durham
Inc., also said the fact that
the firm bought the prop-
erties with “quite a bit of
work left to be done on
the project” was a show of
confidence,

“They have moved
ahead with the purchase
of the property, so they
have great confidence, as
do we, in them,” Kalkhof

said.
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Freedom in North Carolina. ter
The state General Assembly in !
2011 eliminated a cap on public ke
charter schools. In this year’s te!
approval process, more than 14
two dozen new charter schools €X]
were cleared to open through- Do
out North Carolina in 2013. °of
The market share reported this (ra
week is up from 9.1 percent last 1riC
year, Allison said. However, it's

-not enough to approve as many ad

new charter schools &s possible, Ch
he said.

“But_with this growth, ©f
we must always remind our- €l
selves that we do not want D
more public charters just C€l
to say we have them and that ©f
their doors are open,” he said. d’%‘f
“We need to ensure that these [T
schools are high quality and Wa
are truly helping the students o
they serve become prepared
for a 21st Century economy.” fun
Natalie Beyer, a member of the nit:
DPS Board of Education who ter
focuses on charter schools Sal
and their effects on the dis- th
trict, didn’t find as much to cel Ar
ebrate as Allison in the report. Na
“I would say it is time to be afv
concerned and be cautious,” ¢ha
she said. “Concerned that there
is no elected oversight for stu- an
dents and taxpayer funds.” YOu
‘Beyer acknowledged that she
charter schools are answerable fers
to the state Board of Educa- £0°
tion, but thought that fell short. S
“It’s not elected oversight, it's |
appointed oversight,” she said. Chs
“It's always going to be political aP‘#
at the state level. I think school I
decisions are local decisions and tha
they have a big impact here.” Will
She would rather see charter £at
school legislation amended Chi
so that local boards over- Wit
see existing charter schools, 1or
“Then I think we would be ina bec
more collaborative relationship, D€ ¢
rather than competitive,” Beyer She
said.

At least one charter school
leader in Durham feels the Wpk
same way about collaborating, Face
if not necessarily about direct wes|

MISS YOUR PAPER?

You should receive your paper by 6 a.m. Monday ~
through Friday and by 7 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
If you did not receive your paper or need a replace-
ment, please call 419-6900 by 10 a.m. Monday through
Saturday and holidays, and by 11a.m. Sunday.

To get updates each morning on potential service
problems, follow Herald_Sun_Circ on Twitter. Not sure
what route you're on? Call us at 419-6900 to find out.
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HOUSING

FROMTHE FRONT PAGE

reporting harassment in gender-segre-
gated housing and that creating gender
non-specific housing would improve the
health, safety and well-being for stu-
dents and would also contribute to the
recruitment and academic success of

students. '
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“We have students who are afraid Tuesday th:
to go the bathroom because of how ville and Ap

they're going to be perceived or how

have express

they're going to be treated,” Crisp der non-spec
said. “We have people who are bullied campuses.

because people don’t accept or under-
stand them.”

He stressed that, if approved, the
policy would be opt-in only and would
not impose on students who choose tra- adequately e
ditional housing.

“I think this is something that needs

UNC Cha
the proposal
tending tha
stakeholders

der housing.
Since Th



